
 

 
                                                                               
                                                                     a programme from 

The Literacy in a Box Trust 
A Rotary endorsed project and Registered Charity No. 1118177 

 

Newsrelease 
 

Literacy Boxes help to end child labour 
 
 
The Literacy in a Box Trust, based in Plymouth, has teamed up with a Southampton based charity, the Philippine 
Community Fund (PCF) to help end child labour in the Philippines by teaching children living and working on 
rubbish dumps to read and write. A donation of £5000 from the South East Asia Appeal Fund of Rotary 
International, triggered by seed corn monies from PCF, has financed the sending of 26 Literacy Boxes for use by 
the PCF.  

Five years ago, whilst visiting different parts of South Africa, two Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Roborough, 
in Plymouth, Forbes Watson and Ian Parker, saw for themselves that educational materials, the basics of schooling 
and literacy, were virtually non-existent and returned home determined to do something. Their belief was that if 
you can't read or write, it is virtually impossible to acquire the skills to permanently overcome poverty, so, in 
partnership with their Club and following much preparatory work by Forbes, and the support of Ian, the Literacy in 
a Box Trust was established in 2006. Improving levels of literacy has become a key policy with Rotary and 
governments globally. Part of the development of any community in the developing world, as countries strive to be 
self-sufficient, is the need for education and this is a belief also held by PCF’s founder and CEO, Jane Walker 
MBE.  

The 26 Literacy Boxes, containing enough school supplies for 650 children, were packed in the warehouse resource 
kindly made available to the Trust by Becton Dickinson Diagnostics in Plymouth. Becton Dickinson also delivered 
the 26 Literacy Boxes to the PCF depot in Southampton.  
 
PCF have a 40 foot container filled with the many essential items needed to run their schools, including the 
Literacy Boxes, and this will be shipped from Southampton to Manila on 17 July.  
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Literacy in a Box Trust 

   

 

The core programme of the Literacy in a Box Trust – School Aid 4 Zambia is a partnership with Operation 
Sunshine and to date 12 schools in Zambia have received 117 Literacy Boxes containing enough school supplies 
for 3000 children. Upon request, the Trust does supply Literacy Boxes outside of its core programme, but still 
relies 100% on public and corporate generosity to be able to supply them.  

For further information or to help promote the Literacy in a Box Trust in your locality, Display Literacy 
Boxes, collecting Boxes, DVDs and brochures are available on request.  

If you need further information or feel that you wish to support the work of the Literacy in a Box Trust 
please phone Ian Parker on +441752 787058 or +447981 148089, e-mail the Trust on 
info@literacyboxtrust.org.uk or visit their website at www.literacyboxtrust.org.uk           

 

 

The Philippine Community Fund 

 
Since 2002 the Philippine Community Fund (PCF) has been providing support in the form of programmes on 
health and nutrition, livelihood and skills training and community and family enhancement to children, young 
people and their families who dwell on and make a living from rubbish dumps in the Philippines. PCF provides 
education to the poorest of the poor at their own and state schools in the Philippines, regardless of religion, race or 
political boundaries. 
 

PCF relies 100% on the generosity of people and organisations in our community to continue our work. 

Their support enables the charity to provide these programmes, free of charge, to children and their 

families. 

 
Our vision 
To free every Filipino child and his or her family from the effects of poverty. 
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